Alabama Moon

By Watt Key

Chapters 1-35 quiz

Part I:  Matching of characters-Match the following characters with their descriptions.

1.  Mr. Carter                                                     A.  Sanders’ first dog

2.  Pinson                                                           B. Watchman at Pinson

3.  Sanders                                                         C. takes medicine, 1st friend of Moon

4.  Mr. Gene                                                       D. Sanders’ 2nd dog

5.  Daisy                                                             E.  boys’ home in Tuscaloosa

6.  Mr. Wellington                                             AB. Cook at Pinson, cut Moon’s hair

7.  Mr. Abroscotto                                             AC.  Mean constable

8.  Moon                                                            AD. 1st boy Moon fought at Pinson

9.  Hal                                                                AE.gave Moon his 1st car ride

10.  Mrs. Broomstead                                        BC   10 yr. old main character

11.  Kit                                                               BD owns store

12.  Snapper                                                       BE  lawyer; lives in cabin near Moon

13.  Sawbone                                                     CD  Hal’s Dad

14. Mr. Mitchell                                                CEHospital where Kit is

15.  Bryant Memorial                                        DE  another dog at Mr. Mitchell’s place

Part II:  Multiple Choice

16. What did the boys at Pinson want to make Moon?

a. an outcast

b. president

c. escape victim

d. scapegoat

17. Pap called Moon’s mom a….

a. Yellow finch

b. bluebird

c. swallow

d. mockingbird

18. What does Sanders’s father do for a living?

a. police officer

b. lawyer

c. construction worker

d. judge

19. Pap died because…..

a. he loved to hunt

b. he refused medical attention

c. he wanted to die free

d. he broke his neck

20. Where does Pap want Moon to go?

a. Mr. Abroscotto’s store

b. Atlanta

c. Alaska

d. Tuscaloosa

Part III:  Short answer-Inference skills.  Answer the following questions in paragraph form.

21. In chapters 20-24, Moon demonstrates his ability to survive in the forest.  He finds food, catches fix, creates pillows, makes weapons, makes shelter, etc.  What’s the author’s purpose of showing us Moon’s abilities?  First write if it’s to inform, to entertain, or to persuade.  Then tell why. 

22. Cause and Effect.  

a. If the effect is Kit has a new sense of confidence, what is the cause?  In other words, what happens to change Kit’s confidence level?  There will be more than one answer.  

23. The definition of the word “kit” is “a set or collection of tools, supplies, instructional matter, etc., for a specific purpose.”  Knowing this, why is Kit a good name for Moon’s friend?  

24. Describe Moon’s leadership skills.  

25. Was Moon’s father a good father?  What about Hal’s father? Should Hal be allowed to stay with his father?  Explain.

26. Knowing that Moon has lived his entire life in the wild with only the human contact of his father, how much do you believe in Moon’s ability to socialize with Hal and Kit?  

27. In what ways had Pap helped Moon develop as a person?  What are some things that Pap could not have taught Moon that Moon seems to know?  Why do you or why do you not believe Moon could have developed these human skills?  Explain.

28. What qualities does Moon possess that make him successful in our world?  What qualities make him unsuccessful?

29.   After reading the articles on feral children, explain your perspective on the book and Moon.    

Part IV:  Essay.  In a well-developed five- paragraph essay, answer the following.

30. Towards the end of Chapter 24, Hal decides to leave Moon and Kit and return home to his father.  Read the following lines:

a. “We just need to get the shelter built.  We’ve gotta get it built fast and get him comfortable.  First thing in the mornin’…Then we’ve gotta get him some food he likes.”  I looked at Kit.  “He’ll stay then.  Don’t you think?”  Kit looked at me and nodded quickly, but I could tell he wasn’t sure.  “He’ll stay then,” I repeated.  

b. “We’re gonna have shelter tomorrow, and weapons, and deer meat.  No school either!” Moon said.  “Shut up, Moon!” Hal yelled.                           I grew sick with worry as Hal’s words echoed in my head.  

c. “Hal, you know all that I said about not carin’ who came?  Dogs or people?  Well, I like it that y’all came.”  

      Hal looked down like he didn’t know what to say.

“I cared who came,” I said. 

“Be honest with you, I could probably take all this for a while longer, but I wanna see my daddy….”  

I didn’t want him to go and I felt like crying, but I knew he was right.  

Reflect for a moment on how Moon is acting towards Hal.  What can you infer Moon is feeling about Hal?  How does this change the aspect of his character and how do you explain someone like Moon being capable of compassion and other  feelings?  

